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PRESIDENT’S 
COMMENTS:  

Doug and I both have a 

problem with thinking being 

close to 80 years is 

considered “OLD.” Most of 

our older neighbors pay to 

have their yards maintained.  

Why would you pay to have something done when 

you are quite capable of doing it yourself? Well, we 

are not as capable as we think we are. 

We have three trees in our parking strip that are 

very large.  Sandy City requires these trees to clear 

the street at 14 feet, and clear the sidewalk at eight 

feet.  Due to Doug’s cancer treatment last year we 

did not trim the trees; but we started the trimming 

this year.   

Doug uses a chain saw on an extension pole.  This 

way he can reach branches way up in the tree.  I 

hang into the tips of these branches to keep them 

from “binding up the saw blade” or something like 

that.  I’m not sure I’m really any help, but I am out 

there with him. 

While lowering the saw down (cantilevered out 

from his side) he says “Wow!  I have a pain in my 

abdomen.”  I looked on the Internet and sure 

enough his abdomen looked just like the picture for 

an Inguinal Hernia.  His Urologist operated on him 

four days later. 

Now those trees in the parking strip, only one has 

been trimmed.  If Sandy City requires street trees to 

clear certain heights they can come and trim them.  

We are not paying anyone to trim them; after all the 

money that would have paid for that just went to 

the hospital and the Urologist. 

I think Doug has finally agreed to get our Healey 

going now.  It hasn’t been out from under the cover 

since September 2014. 

Keep ’em rolling, 

Ann 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

   EDITOR’S 
COMMENTS: 

The Democrats and the 

Republicans are now at 

it with their 

conventions. It’s 

amazing how the same 

thing can be spun in such different directions by the 

“talking heads”. It’s going to be a long haul until 

November and then they’ll start campaigning for 

2020. It’s not an inspiring time in American politics. 

I’m glad we don’t have to go through these 

gyrations for our annual BAHC officer elections.  

Don Colman got some great news that Ted Hardy’s 

cancer is now in remission.   
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Please check out new member, Darin Graber’s 

member profile on his restoration of his 100-6. His 

car is beautiful and shows what a person can do if 

they are not afraid of trying something they have 

never done before. Darin wants to discuss his SU 

carbs at the upcoming Tech Session scheduled for 

August 13th at Sec-Ten garage. Hopefully those 

members with some SU experience can be of 

assistance. 

As discussed at the last meeting, a December issue 

of the Bonneville Banter will be published this year.  

This will allow the bi-monthly publication of six 

issues in 2017 starting with the January/February 

issue. If anyone has a submission for the newsletter, 

please send it along. I can always use the help.   

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

BONNEVILLE AUSTIN-HEALEY CLUB 
2016 OFFICERS 

 

President:  Ann Lewis:  801-255-8161 
8226 Bryce Drive, Sandy, UT 84070 
Corriga9@email.msn.com 
 
 
Vice President: Ernie Reno: 801-969-2521 
5711 So.4270 West, Salt Lake City, UT 84118 

Secretary: Don Colman: 801-942-5259 
6866 Pine Rock Drive, Salt Lake City, UT 84121 
oldnamloc@msn.com 
 

Treasurer/Membership:  Jim Thornton: 801-485-9404                                                      
3503 Millcreek Cir. SLC, UT   84106                
jimt@secten.com 
 
Activities:  Don Hughes: 801-293-0473 
1281 W. September Morn. Circle, SLC, UT 84123 
 
Newsletter Editor/Historian: Craig Mossberg:  
801-942-0750 

2026 Brady Creek Dr. Sandy, UT 84093                                                                                                                         
cmossberg@comcast.net  

 
 Webmaster: Jon Hanson: 385-202-7345                        
1375 Roxbury Rd. S.L.C., UT 84108                                  
jmh-consulting@comcast.net                                 
 

AHCA Delegate: Dave Maxwell: 801-943-4803 

1752 E. Paulista Way, Sandy, Utah 84093 
sanddmax@gmail.com 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
August 13: Tech Session at Sec-Ten at noon. 
 
August 27: Park City Classic Car Show. If you want to 
participate, contact Jim Revel as soon as possible. 
 
September 13: BAHC Meeting at Don Colman’s 
shop/patio. 6866 Pine Rock Drive, Salt Lake City. 
 
October 1: Healey Days Car Show at Sam’s Club. 
11:00 AM- 2:00 PM. Pot Luck Dinner and Auction at 
Jon Hanson’s house. 
 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

BAHC MEETING of JULY 12, 2016 

MINUTES 

The meeting was called to order at 7:36 PM. 

Attendees: Ann/Doug Lewis, Darin Graber, 

Don/Marion Colman, Ernie Reno, Craig Mossberg, 

Joe Morley, Jim Thornton, Don Hughes and Dill 

Strasser. 

Treasurers Report: Adequate funds for club 

operations on hand. 

Membership Report: 43 paid members. 

A discussion was held concerning whether or not to 

send a delegate to AHCA this year. The question was 

raised concerning if the benefit versus the cost 

mailto:Corriga9@email.msn.com
mailto:oldnamloc@msn.com
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would benefit BAHC. The item was tabled until the 

next meeting. 

Craig Mossberg reported that the schedule for the 

newsletter will be modified as of December. 

Activities: August 13. Tech Session at Sec-Ten. 

August 27- Park City Car Show. 

September 13. BAHC Meeting will be held at Don 

Colman’s house. Pizza is planned. 

October 1. Healey Days Car Show will be held in 

Sam’s Club parking lot. 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM. A pot 

luck and auction will follow at Jon Hanson’s. 

Good News!! Member Ted Hardy’s cancer is in 

remission. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:19 PM. 

Submitted by Don Colman 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

2016 HEALEY DAYS- OCTOBER 1st 

 
This year’s Healey Days is scheduled for Saturday, 

October 1, 2016. The celebration starts with a 

“Shine and Show” car show at Sam’s Club on State 

Street running from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm. A Potluck 

Dinner and auction will follow at Jon Hanson’s 

house, 1375 Roxbury Road in Salt Lake City, starting 

at 4:30 pm. Please be thinking about donations for 

the auction with all proceeds going back into the 

club coffers. This is always a fun event so please 

mark it on your calendar and plan to attend. Watch 

the website for details regarding the Potluck Dinner. 

 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

NEW MEMBERS 

We have two new members to BAHC and AHCA.  
Darin and Elaine Graber are the proud owners of a 
beautiful 1957 BN4 100-6.  

After several years of renovation work they are 
almost done. The Big Healey made its inaugural 
appearance at British Field Days in Liberty Park in 
June and is very impressive. 

Please welcome Darin and Elaine to the club. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

MIMS SPRITE SOLD AT RM SOTHEBY’s 

In the March, 2014 issue of the Banter, there was an 
article about Donna Mae Mims and her pink SCCA 
H-Production Championship 1959 Sprite. The car 
was restored in 2005 and has been featured in a few 
collections since that time. In January, 2014 the car 
sold at Gooding and Company’s Auction in 
Scottsdale for $48,000. In January of 2016, this car 
was sold at the RM Sotheby’s Auction in Arizona for 
$60,500. Not a bad price for a Bugeye and nice 
appreciation in two years.  

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

 

BRITISH FIELD DAY 

The 25th Annual British Field Day was held on 

Saturday, June 18th at Liberty Park in Salt Lake City. 
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As usual, there was a nice turn-out of vintage and 

modern British cars and bikes on display.  The 

weather cooperated and the crowd was very large. 

The BAHC was well represented with Big Healeys 

garnering a lot of interest. Members displaying their 

cars were Joe Morley, Dave Maxwell, Jon Hanson, 

Keith Mott, Darin Graber, Kevin Cowan, Wayne 

Mortensen and Jim Thornton with both Healeys. 

Thanks to BAHC member, Bill Davis, for all of his 

work making the British Field Day such a great 

event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
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PARK CITY CLASSIC CAR SHOW 

The Park City Classic Car Show sponsored by the 

Wasatch Mountain Jaguar Register will be held on 

Saturday, August 27th on lower Main Street in Park 

City. Entry fee is $25 per car and must be submitted 

early in order to insure participation. If you’re 

interested in participating, contact Jim Revel at 435-

640-3347 immediately to determine if spots are still 

open. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

MEMBER PROFILE- DARIN GRABER 

My first “Big Healey” adventure…just another stop 

on the way to…??? 

I am certain that I am like most people that 

are into LBC’s; I can trace the start of the obsession 

(or disease as it were) to a particular time and place.   

Even now, the day is as clear to me as it was 42 

years ago, and though it took a period of time 

before I owned my first LBC (a red ’74 RWA Midget) 

after college, the seeds had been planted 

nonetheless. 

I was 8 and, growing up in rural Kansas, 

wasn’t exposed to the same things people closer to 

the coasts or in larger cities were. My hometown of 

1500 people didn’t offer too many opportunities to 

experience the outside world.  That all changed one 

day when, walking down an alley behind a local 

insurance agents’ house, I was stopped in my tracks 

by his PAIR of Series 1 ‘E’-Types in his backyard 

garage.  The roadster was burgundy, and the coupe 

was primrose yellow. Perfect. The cars at the time 

would have been 10 - 12 years old.  I’ll never forget 

that moment. Talk about stunning. It was at this 

instant that I decided that I wanted to own one of 

these beautiful Jaguars someday.  Time passed and 

after college my first opportunity to learn about 

British “engineering” on a “restored” Midget came.  

I did everything; rebuilt the motor, gearbox, fixed 

the interior, added all the British “bling” that these 

cars seem to demand – luggage racks, driving lights, 

etc.  It was a great learning experience for a few 

years.  Eventually the time came and the car, now in 

top condition, sold for $6600 on eBay (a princely 

sum for a Midget at the time) and left for its new 

home in Seattle.  I needed another project.  Turns 

out I enjoy the process as much as the driving. This 

time it came in the form of a 55 MG TF 1500 with an 

MGB driveline from Florida.  Rough was an 

understatement.  But having learned a lot by buying 

parts online, I purchased it on eBay, had it shipped 

here, and began the next stop on my education on 

all things SU, Lucas & Morris Garages. 

I never forgot about those XKE’s mind you, I 

was just temporarily diverted due to the crazy 

money ‘E’-Types were commanding then (and still), 

and being a teacher, I would have to work my way 

up through increasingly valuable cars to afford that 

eventual ‘barn find’ Jag.  I finished the TF 1500, 

expanding my experience into paint, Ash 

woodworking and some minor fabrication.  I 

enjoyed it for a few years, and when it was singing 

along at full chat (an 1800 cc MG-B engine and OD 

gearbox make these cars FLY), off it went to Boston 

with my profit in hand.  Looking for the next project 

to continue the pursuit of my desired Series 1, I 

returned to eBay and stumbled onto a Healey 100-6, 

named the “Handsome Brute” by its former 37-year 

long owner from New York.  I love the look of a big 

Healey almost as much as the Jag, and I actually 

prefer an early 100-6 instead of the more popular 

late 3000’s because I like the look with the hidden 

hood, the minimal interior that screams ‘true’ sports 

car, the very early Longbridge cars’ unique design 

and fitment details the other big Healey’s don’t 

have, and the fact that Donald Healey himself ran a 

100-6 prototype right here at Bonneville setting 28 
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speed records.  There was a kind of “Utah” past with 

these early cars, and the price seemed fair.  

Teaching at Bingham HS in the south valley and the 

car being from Binghamton NY, I saw it as a sign so I 

picked up the 100-6 and had it shipped here to get a 

closer look.  

 

Three words - East. Coast. Car.  Enough to 

send shivers down the spines of most sane car 

buffs…but unfortunately not me.  As a teacher I can 

only participate in this crazy hobby because I do 

most of my own work and I am not afraid to buy 

cars that “need a little work” and are a cheaper 

because of it.  I was seeing what the Healey COULD 

be, and being a life-long learner and one not scared 

by much, (and not willing to tell the wife what I had 

gotten into), I began by a complete teardown to the 

chassis and bulkheads.  It was as you read about 

these cars; everything was a hot rusty mess; inner 

sills, outer rockers, dog legs, boot floor, cockpit 

floor, rear heel board, bottom of rear shroud, foot 

wells, the bottom 8 inches of every fender and door, 

bad door gaps and body lines, and countless places 

needing a patch of some sort. Even stuff in the 

engine compartment like the right side pedal box 

and support that should have had its generous coat 

of oil was in need of repair panels. It had even been 

in a right front “misadventure” that required some 

23 hours on the frame table before I really got 

started. The only saving grace (besides heavy 

drinking), was that the chassis (minus the frame pull 

on the corner) was in great condition from the past 

37 years in a garage off the road. The former owner 

had only driven about 500 miles a year since 

purchased it in 1976.  No Swiss cheese holes on the 

top of the box frame, just good metal and quite 

straight.  All the rust and damage to the outer 

panels had happened before he had bought it and 

all he did with the car was enjoy it during his 

stewardship.  The “fun”, and the diversion of my 

spouse from the checkbook, began. 

Parts were sourced, lots of missing, unique 

“Longbridge” pieces made of unobtainium were 

eventually found on eBay, and using many great 

online sources like the Austin Healey Experience, 

Moss Motors, AH Spares, British Car Specialists, 

British Wiring, and Healey Surgeons to name just a 

few, helped me plug along and answer the myriad 

of questions these cars and their unique 

construction asks of one.  Many online were happy 

to share measurements, pics, tricks, and their 

experiences and pushed me forward when I was 

tired of the fight and helped me through many 

potential pitfalls. On this project, and with the help 

of the others, I taught myself to weld, to REALLY 

fabricate and work metal, to prep enough to be able 

to paint a car black, and then shoot the black duo-

tone myself. I learned more on this 3 ½ year project 

than on the last two cars combined. I now have a 

sense of confidence about these British cars I always 

wanted, and have gained a solid knowledge of the 

early Healey 100-6’s and their history. Oh, and I met 

some really great people along the way. Those who 

have done a big Healey before, or any LBC for that 
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matter, know exactly what I’m talking about. These 

are unique and special machines and require much 

from their owners, which we are all happy to give in 

return – it’s part of the attraction, at least for me. 

 

As an amateur restorer who is still learning, I 

continue to discover new things and look forward to 

my time with the “Handsome Brute” in my new 

associations with the BAHC, and my continued 

involvement with the BMCU. Even in the early days 

in Kansas, I have belonged to British Car Clubs and 

enjoyed the fellowship. I can already see why 

people tend to keep their “Big Healey’s” a long time 

compared to some of the other marques. I believe 

these really are the step up’s between the MG’s & 

the Jags, just like Donald Healey envisioned. I guess 

I’ll just sit tight for a time before I look for that 

Jag…… 

 

Darin Graber- Austin Healey 100-6 2+2 

BN4L-O-42288 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Craig Mossberg, Editor 
Bonneville Banter 
2026 Brady Creek Drive 
Sandy, Utah 84093 

 


